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Habitat connectivity is the degree to which the landscape
facilitates or impedes wildlife movement across the landscape
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Lawler et al. 2013 Eco Letters; map by Dan Majka (TNC)
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Providing spatial data and technical
assistance to help planners designate
and protect critical fish and wildlife
habitat including

Biodiversity Areas and Corridors

—
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Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
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Collaborative partnership to
prioritize places and projects to

protect and enhance habitat

connectivity statewide.
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Build from what we have.

» 5
Support and amplify existing
connectivity work.

]
Focus on action not analysis.

Both road crossings and landscape
connectivity

-

Focus on terrestrial connectivity



State Connectivity Action Plans

Maps showing where - o
connectivity is. o

S CONNECTIVITY
ProjecT:

A STRATEGY FOR
CONSERVING A
B CONNECTED CALIFORNIA

Oregon Connectivity Assessment FEBRUARY 2010

and Mapping Project
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Priorities for taking action.
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New Mexico Wildlife Corridors

Strategies for coordinated a1
implementation.
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Immediate implementation priorities

Successfully apply for federal
transportation grants for road
crossing structures.

Inform periodic update for
comprehensive plans and critical
areas.

I 2024 pue Decernber 31,2024 I 2025 Due Decomber 31,2025 M 2026 Due June 30,2026 I 2027 Oue June 30, 2027

v Starred counties are partially planning under the Growth Managemant Act
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i Spatial synthesis of existing connectivity data (CBl)

# « Ecosystem connectivity models (TerrAdapt)



Collaborative Process

Technical Advisory Group

* Ecosystem model development
*  Which species/ecosystems
« Data review and curation

 How to combine/weight data
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Terradapt

Technical Advisory
Group (TAG)

Ecosystem-based
models




Terradapt

Ecosystem-based
models

Draft June 2024

5 Ecosystems
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Temperate Forest
Montane Mesic Forest

Montane Xeric Forest —____

Shrubsteppe
Wetlands and Riparian?

\ ...T

Technical Advisory
Group (TAG)




Terradapt Draft results June 30, Technical Advisory
2024 Group (TAG)

Ecosystem-based
models

Benefits of new ecosystem-based
models

* Coarse filter approach
e Current data
e Refine models to meet users needs

* Google earth engine updates

—
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Tel‘radapt Technical Advisory
Group (TAG)

Ecosystem-based
models

Synthesis

Existing data

Synthesis map
and/or tool




National, state, and regional data and prioritizations

SW Cascades to

Coast

Washington Wildlife
Habitat Connectivity
Working Group

N f
e

PHS Biodiversity Areas

Conserving Nature’s Stage and Corridors

The Nature Conservancy

DRAFT Statewide Habitat Connectivity Priority Zones

WSDOT road crossing -
priorities pS— Otha habat

Dry (Xeric)
Spatial Priorities
Naon-habitat

O Columbia Plateau (WA) Corridor
= Growth Opportunity Area
B Core Area

Washington Shrubsteppe
Restoration and Resilience
Initiative (WSRRI)
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ies of Interest
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Terradapt

Ecosystem-based models

NOT ALL
SHALL

WHCWG
Species models

Technical
Advisory
Group

WHCWG
Landscape models

(TAG)

(WHCWG) Regional
Prioritizations

Protected Areas

FILTER Synthesis map
and/or tool

Other connectivity




Special regions

Cascades to Coast Columbia plateau

PHS
Biodiversity

Areas and
Corridors

Dry (Xeric)

Spatial Priorities
Nan-habitat
= Tribal Ownership Other habitat
3 Columbia Plateau (WA) Corridor

 Growth Opportunity Area
B Core Area

Arid
Lands
Initiative

WALHNGTON WRILST WABTE
CONNECTIVITY
WORKING GROUP

Washington Shrubsteppe
Restoration and Resilience
L Initiative (WSRRI)

=% )/ DepartmentofFish and Wildlife



Providing spatial data and technical
assistance to help planners designate
and protect critical fish and wildlife
habitat including

Biodiversity Areas and Corridors

—
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PHS

Columbia Plateau
Biodiversity Areas and
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e Comprehensive planning

* Inform zoning decisions N

* Urban growth boundary changes B

 Siting for major projects (e.g., solar
and wind)
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PHS management
recommendations

s K Seattle

and

PHS

Southwest Washington
Biodiversity Areas and
Corridors
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Special regions

Cascades to Coast * Next target for PHS Biodiversity Areas and
Corridors.
* TAG met Nov 23 — Mar 24

PHS Inform

Biodiversity
Areas and
Corridors

TAG

Connectivity
Action Plan

—
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Spatial synthesis

AF AT

First draft by August 31, 2024

— Synthesize existing connectivity maps,
data, and priorities.

4

— ldentify list of high priority/ ‘no-regrets
locations.

— Locations will serve as the near-term
project priorities for funding proposals.

Department of Fish and Wildlife



Priority Locations

Small number of targeted priority areas for
iImmediate action

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Lots more happens here!l

R & - Eima to Qiympia b

Creex o Scatter Creex

15 - Gowltz River 1o Taulle River
2 20 - Searn-WWealley to Cencrete

L US 87 - Riverside to Torasket

N LS 385 - Chewelan 1 Ketle Fals
N 190 Sprague Vicinity
07U 12 - Waitaburg  Daytan

DRAFT Top 15 Statewide Habitat Connectivity Priority Zones
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Collaborative Process

Implementation Advisory Group — Practitioners

Washington State

Conservation

=3 Washington
o Department of Conservation
* What connectivity work do you do? g FISHa  Swe Nortiovest
« What are limitations of existing VP lmilngtonStale . OIS

data we can improve on?
 How do we prioritize locations?

« What data format or displays
do you need?

° ° ° ’
1:1 Meetings with Tribes m
= “ King County D

s Columbia
CC LC Land Trust
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Strategies

What needs to happen at
priority locations?

«  Wildlife crossings

* Land acquisition/easements

« Habitat restoration and
Mmanagement

* Land use planning

What resources are

available to help? L T ghase Gunnel, X
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Terradapt

Ecosystem-based

Technical Advisory
Group (TAG)

Implementation
Advisory Group
(IAG)

models

Synthesis

JMTION
Existing data 033“\ Q , .
5 ROoE Synthesis map Priority
AL s
= - and/or tool locations
VsriTut

Strategies and tools for implementation Final Action

Plan

Action Plan priorities




Timeline

2024 2025
Contract Task/DeIiverabIe Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec| Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Action Plan Kick-off Meeting *
Spatial data Spatial data co-production * *
Spatial data Feedback on products
Spatial data Revise products *
Action Plan Action Plan Development *
Action Plan Final comment period
Action Plan Finalize report *

*Draft deliverable due dates
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Questions? iy N
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